
 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

 It is hard to believe that we are already a quarter of the way through 2024! 
The beginning of each year in Bolivia is always slow.  Schools are out on summer 
break and most people travel to visit family.  Our Bible translation team always 
takes a break this time of year as well.  But when February arrives, everything 
takes off in full swing.  Our younger daughters rejoined a local Christian school for 
a month and a half.  The schools down here go from February through November. 
Our 16 year old daughter Hayley volunteered as a teacher’s assistant for that short 
time.  God has been working in her heart and she has been praying about returning 
to Bolivia as a missionary to work in Christian education.  We are excited to see 
what direction God will lead her.  Also, at the start of February my translation team 
started their new work year. We were all extra busy as we made preparations for my time 
away from the team while on furlough, and we were also able to make arrangements for me 
to be able to help the team long distance while in the US.  During that busy month Jessica 
and I planned and held a special activity for our small group of teens at church.  Everyone 
was very sad since it was our last activity before furlough, and our oldest daughter Keira 
was no longer going be with them, since she is going to college this fall.  February was also 
full of planning meetings at church in preparation for our church’s anniversary Sunday that 
was coming up in March. On top of all this busyness my wife and two oldest daughters 
were extra busy as they wrapped up 10th and 12th grade early before furlough started.  We 
are so proud of Keira as she officially graduated high school! Jessica and I also were extra 
busy wrapping up life in Bolivia and preparing to close up our house for our 6 month 
absence. A lot of work goes into planning a furlough. 
 In the end of February our bible translation team had a very important and 
monumental meeting with the Deaf Federation of Bolivia(FEBOS).  Five years ago The 
Bolivian Bible Society and our translation team met with this deaf organization that 
represents and speaks for the deaf across Bolivia in an attempt to get their approval of the 
project. Our hope was that by having FEBOS’s approval it would open the doors for our 
Bolivian Sign Language Bible to be more accepted among the deaf community in the 
future.  The FEBOS leaders at the time were very antagonistic toward our project and they 
were against me personally since I was a hearing person.  Since that time, God has been at 
work and FEBOS elected new leaders.  The new leaders are very excited about our bible 
project, so at this meeting they signed an agreement stating that they give their full support 
to our deaf video Bible!  It is hard for me to convey to you just how important this 
cooperation with FEBOS is in helping see our project be accepted at a national level among 
deaf people. Just know that their cooperation opens doors for the spread of the Gospel. 
Please remember, as we’ve mentioned in previous updates, deaf people in Bolivia are 
extremely illiterate, and having the Bible in their own language (sign language) might be 
the only way they ever get to learn about God. 
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March was an exciting month for us.  Our church celebrated its sixth anniversary. A lot of work and planning went 
into it.  The Saturday before our anniversary the church got together for a fun afternoon of games and fellowship.  
Then that Sunday we celebrated six years with a special service, different presentations, and special dramas.  God 
blessed and we had many visitors.  We had our largest group yet to date at our church with 91 people in attendance!  
It was such an encouragement to our hearts as well as to the hearts of our regular church members.  Many people at 
our church had invited visitors and were excited when the people came. Please keep praying for the church’s  
continued growth. 
 The following Sunday was our last Sunday in Bolivia before leaving, and it was so heartwarming to us as 
our church, our friends and brothers and sisters in Christ, struggled to say goodbye to us.  Our fellowship was sweet 
and some people cried and asked us not to leave even though it is only for 6 months.  We love them and we ask you 
to pray for their faithfulness and growth while we are in the states on furlough.  The last week in March we were 
blessed to be able to fly to Brazil and attend our BIMI field conference.  We didn’t realize how much we needed it 
until we were there.  This year our special speaker was a former missionary couple who now have a counseling 
ministry to people in full-time Christian service.  The services were particularly meaningful and the fellowship was 
so sweet.  After the field conference we flew directly to the US.  Since the end of March/ beginning of April we 
made our way up Florida to South Carolina, spent Easter Sunday with our sending church, then continued working 
our way up the east coast to Connecticut where we have some family.  During April we were able to visit and report 
back to several supporting churches, spend meaningful time with family, and also get away on a 20 year anniversary 
trip without our children.  It was the first time in 20 years that we were able to get away without our girls for more 
than one night!  After we left Connecticut we spent a week in PA visiting my wife’s family and visiting more 
supporting churches, and then to Ohio and now we are in Chicago.  We have had wonderful meetings so far.  We 
can’t begin to explain to you how much these churches and their pastors and families have blessed us!  We look 
forward to many more wonderful meetings.   
 Back in Bolivia, Pastor Rodolfo has kept things running smoothly at our church.  Two deaf men named 
Máximo and Vladimir have been taking turns teaching Sunday School.  This is a great opportunity for growth for 
them.  They have both helped with the teaching a tiny bit through the years.  We would love to see them take on 
more responsibility in the future, so please pray that God would help them grow in their understanding of His Word 
and grow spiritually. The Sunday after we left, our church celebrated Bolivian Father’s Day with a special 
presentation and activity for all the dads.  Then a couple weeks later they held a big children’s activity, which we 
were told went well.  Now the men of our church have been planning something special for Mother’s Day which is 
in the end of May.  We are encouraged that everything is going well with them and people are still going to church 
and still planning activities like normal without our help.  Functioning independently without missionary help has 
always been our goal.   
 God has been working in our hearts and we have been praying about purchasing land and building a church 
building(or remodeling a building) when we return to Bolivia for our next term.  Land outside the cities in Bolivia is 
very cheap, but within the cities it is very expensive.  We have looked at property that ranged between $140,000 to 
over $400,000. The closer to city center we get the higher the prices are.  Most places sell for more than 2 million in 
the very center of the city. Because our people group, the deaf, come from all sides of the city our goal is to find a 
place that is as close to the center as possible.  That way our church is as accessible as possible no matter which side 
of the city people live in.  Please pray that God would provide the perfect place and all of the finances needed to buy 
a property. 
 We would appreciate additional prayers as we continue to put on many miles traveling around the US 
visiting churches.  Pray for safety in travels and the finances for all the additional costs of living on the road.  We are 
still paying all our normal bills in Bolivia as well as paying for life here in the states.  Pray for our oldest daughter 
Keira who starts working at Pensacola Christian College in the beginning of June.  Pray for her as she adjusts to life 
without her family, US culture, her first job, etc…  

We love and appreciate you all.  Thank you for your prayers and support.   

“I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,”  Philippians 1:3
For the Gospel's Sake, 

Luke & Jessica Marie
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