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Dear friends at Berean,

[ cannot thank you enough for your ongoing prayer and support for us through the summer
camping season. Participation was very strong. However. sickness was a recurring issue
throughout. It seems that since the Covid shutdowns that we are far more susceptible to minor
(but still miserable) “bugs”. [t may just be my imagination but the past 2 summers have
evidenced more recurring sickness throughout than [ experienced in the previous 40+ years. For
the first time since Covid the summer staff was completely manned. The preaching was sound
and fervent. The Lord blessed with more than 50 making professions of faith this summer.

These are exciting times for us. We have had several building projects underway, some having
recently reached completion. The Lee’s Creek Park outdoor activity area, established
particularly for nighttime use, is now operational. As a new addition to the activities portion of
the program it has been very well received, at least as well as was the ax throwing and riflery
target area that was introduced a year ago. Still underway is the “"Golf & GaGa Ball” deck. This
will be an expansive activities area adjacent to the current gym/roller rink that will add a whole
new dimension of high use, low supervision recreation while providing many opportunities for
relational connectivity.

Although change is always daunting the new generation of directors transitioning into place has
boosted my confidence in the future of this ministry. Dave and Raquel Bradshaw have recently
joined Thad Berrey (program director) in the ministry. Dave has assumed the position of
Associate Director and Raquel as office manager. His 24 years of pastoral experience prior to
accepting his new position here combined with Thad’s 20+ years of church ministry experience
makes us uniquely qualified to offer churches multiple programs that will serve their camping
needs for every demographic. The necessity of transitioning 50 years of ministry experience to a
new generation is keeping me focused on who we are and why we do what we do. The
development of more year-round camping opportunities for a wider demographic is an emphasis
as we move into a new generation. However, this will not be at the expense of maintaining the
unique characteristics that have identified The Anchorage as a trusted camping opportunity for
the wide spectrum of churches in the communities we now serve.

There are big expansion plans just now getting underway as the current spate of projects reaches
conclusion. The biggest facility need for the future good operations of the camp is an expanded
kitchen and dining room, and a dedicated chapel area. Protecting the primacy of the preaching is
of key importance to each camp program. That is becoming increasingly difficult as programs
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increase and the numbers of campers per program has exploded. The logistics of providing an
efficient chapel in the multi-purpose main room is challenging to say the least. For us to
continue effectively in further outreach a facility dedicated to preaching, teaching, and the
counseling aspects of camp is a must!

The kitchen and dining room have been functioning beyond capacity for some years now. Itis
the single biggest limitation on the number and size of programs we can accommodate. The
future good operations of the camp are dependent on increasing the size and scope of the dining
and chapel facilities. We have a plan for a kitchen, dining room, and chapel complex that will be
an extension of the current gym/skating rink capable of providing for at least twice the numbers
that we currently accommodate. Though in the very early stages of planning it is already
apparent that the cost will be daunting—certainly in the $2M range. This will, of necessity, need
careful prayer and planning. However, from my perspective it is the most necessary next step to
providing the ministry a realistic future.

And on a personal note...many have been asking for a health update following my spring
diagnoses of type 2 diabetes, several skin cancers, and CLL (chronic lymphocytic leukemia). |
am happy to report that the issues with side effects of the diabetes medicines have largely
subsided. While I am still experiencing very rubbery legs, some insomnia and general fatigue, it
is not debilitating. [ just completed the fifth of a series of five relatively minor surgeries to
remove the skin cancers, one of which was a melanoma. All were caught before spreading
beyond skin level. While there will always be the need for continued monitoring the skin
cancers seem to be under control for the time being.

The CLL is being monitored but there is no recommended interventive actions at this time. This
appears to be the least aggressive of the various leukemia diagnoses so there are many times no
action is taken until symptoms require it. It is unclear whether the persistent fatigue is related to
the CLL or is an ongoing effect from diabetes.

Jeannie and [ have been overwhelmed by the many that have expressed their concerns, support,
and prayers during these health challenges. It is the prayer and support of friends such as you
that has sustained us and this ministry for 50 years now. We are indeed grateful for that
continuing suppott.

Yours for the cause of Chyjst,

Yavid Ulrich
Director



