
Preaching the WORD BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH

The Prologue to 
Luke

Luke 1:1-4



Prologue

the preface or introduction to a 
literary work



Teaching the TRUTH BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of 

the things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as 

those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and 

ministers of the word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed 

good to me also, having followed all things closely for some 

time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent 

Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty concerning the 

things you have been taught.
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Named after 
Luke the Author

Mentioned 3x by Name



Proclaiming CHRIST BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH

Colossians 4:14

•Luke the beloved physician greets 
you, as does Demas. 



Proclaiming CHRIST BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH

2 Timothy 4:11

•Luke alone is with me. 
Get Mark and bring him with you, 
for he is very useful to me for 
ministry. 



Proclaiming CHRIST BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH

Philemon 24

•and so do Mark, Aristarchus, 
Demas, and Luke, my fellow 
workers. 
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Author of Both

Luke & Acts
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Turn over to

Acts 1
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In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do 

and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given 

commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3

He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 

God. 4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 

Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you 

heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”



Preaching the WORD BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH

So Acts 1:1

Tells Us About the 1st

Book
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Acts 1:1-2a

•In the first book, O Theophilus, I 

have dealt with all that Jesus 
began to do and teach, until 
the day when he was taken up, 
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Turn Back to 

Nehemiah 8:8



In the Beginning GOD BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH

•They read from the book, from the law 
of God, 

•translating to give the sense
•so that they understood the reading. 

Nehemiah 8:8 (NASB95) 
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Tanakh
Targum
Septuagint
Vulgate
Tyndale
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The enemy, lest their adversaries should behave themselves strangely, and
lest they should say, Our hand is high, and the LORD hath not done all this. 
28 For they are a nation void of counsel, neither is there any understanding 
in them. 29 O that they were wise, that they understood this, that they 
would consider their latter end! 
30 How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, 
except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut them up? 
31 For their rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves being
judges. 
32 For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah: 
their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are bitter: 
33 Their wine is the poison of dragons, and the cruel venom of asps. 
34 Is not this laid up in store with me, and sealed up among my treasures? 
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What is our goal when we 
read the Bible?

How do we achieve that 
goal?
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Luke’s Goal is to be 
Comprehensive

Look @ v. 1



BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCHSharing the Gospel

Luke 1:1

•Inasmuch as many have undertaken 
to compile a narrative of the things 
that have been accomplished 
among us, 
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Here’s My Perspective

A book that’s full of lies, 
misinformation,  and myths does not 

get preserved for 2000 years. 



BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCHSharing the Gospel

Luke 1:1

•Inasmuch as many have undertaken 

to compile a narrative of the 
things that

an account
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The word ‘an account’ covers more of 
what Luke communicates in Acts 1:1

What Jesus did and taught 



BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCHSharing the Gospel

Luke 1:1

•Inasmuch as many have undertaken 
to compile a narrative of the things 

that have been accomplished
among us,
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AV Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in 
order a declaration of those things which are most surely 
believed among us,

NASB95 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an 
account of the things accomplished among us,

NET Now many have undertaken to compile an 
account of the things that have been fulfilled among us

https://ref.ly/logosres/LLS:1.0.3;ref=bible$2Bkjv.63.1.1
https://ref.ly/logosres/LLS:1.0.71;ref=bible$2Bnasb95.63.1.1
https://ref.ly/logosres/LLS:1.0.1026;ref=bible$2Bnet.63.1.1
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Luke 24:44

•Then he said to them, “These are 
my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
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Consider all three:

• What was believed?
• What was accomplished?
• What was fulfilled?
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Luke 4:21

•And he began to say to them, 
“Today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 
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Luke 9:31

•who appeared in glory and spoke of 
his departure, which he was about 
to accomplish at Jerusalem. 
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The eyewitnesses and servants of the 
Word are fully convinced (they 

believe) that all that the man Jesus 
accomplished completely fulfilled the 

promises and prophecies in the 
Tanakh. 



BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCHSharing the Gospel

Luke 1:2

•just as those who from the 
beginning were eyewitnesses 
and ministers of the word have delivered 
them to us, 
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This is Peter’s 
Language

2 Peter 1:16
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2 Peter 1:16

•For we did not follow cleverly 
devised myths when we made 
known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 



BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCHSharing the Gospel

Luke 1:2

•just as those who from the beginning were 

eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
word have delivered them to 
us, 
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Jesus Promised This

John 14:26
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John 14:26

•But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my 
name, he will teach you all things 
and bring to your remembrance 
all that I have said to you. 
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Look @ v. 2

Notice the ‘the word’ existed orally 
before it existed in written form. This 
is often the argument of the KJV-only 

proponents seeming to suggest it must 
be nailed down as one specific thing. 
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The eyewitnesses 
were ministers of the 
word before the word 

was written down. 



BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCHSharing the Gospel

Luke 1:3

•it seemed good to me also, 
having followed all things closely for 
some time past, to write an 
orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, 
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What does your Bible 
say?

‘very first’ or ‘beginning’
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Luke 1:3 (NASB95)

•it seemed fitting for me as well, having 
investigated everything carefully 
from the beginning, to write it out for 
you in consecutive order, most excellent 
Theophilus; 



BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCHSharing the Gospel

Luke 1:3 (NET)

•So it seemed good to me as well, 
because I have followed all things 
carefully from the beginning, to write an 
orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, 



BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCHSharing the Gospel

Luke 1:3

•to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, 
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Orderly But Not 
Chronological



BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCHSharing the Gospel

Luke 1:3

•most excellent Theophilus, 





In the Beginning GOD BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH

•But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom 
I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, 
my friend; 

Isaiah 41:8
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Luke’s Thesis

Luke’s Reason for 
Writing Another Gospel



BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCHSharing the Gospel

Luke 1:4

•that you may have certainty 
concerning the things you have 
been taught. 



Preaching the WORD BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH

What is the central 
truth that Luke want’s 

Theophilus to be 
certain about?
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Jesus, the earthly Son of Mary, is the 
long awaited Messiah of Daniel 9:25ff,

Who is both the 
Son of Man and Son of God

And the Savior, Christ the Lord.


