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Examination & 
Accountability
Galatians 6:3-5



For if anyone thinks he is something, when 
he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let 
each one test his own work, and then his 
reason to boast will be in himself alone and 
not in his neighbor. 5 For each will have to bear 
his own load. 



You know you have a 
difficult text when you 
turn to your favorite 

study Bible and you get 
nothing





All the sermons I listened to 
on this verseτpreached 

against pride from the text. 



Galatians 6:3

ÅForif anyone thinks he is something, 
when he is nothing, he deceives 
himself. 

What is the 
context for this?



Galatians 6:1-2

ÅBrothers, if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. 
ÅKeep watch on yourself, lest you too be 
tempted.
Å.ŜŀǊ ȅŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōǳǊŘŜƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭ ǘƘŜ 
law of Christ. 



I think Paul is still concerned about the legitimacy of 
ǘƘŜ DŀƭŀǘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΦ

Previously he wrote,

Å I am afraid I may have labored over you in vain. (4:11)

Å I wish I could be present with you now and change 
my tone, for I am perplexed about you. (4:20)



²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άƘŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎέ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻΚ

1. Spiritual

2. Saved

3. Righteous

4. Immune to the need for help

5. Being arrogant



Why does Paul use such 
an indiscriminate 

pronoun?
Ψ{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩ



Lǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ŀƭƭ ΨƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΩΚ

If that is the case, what is the 
point of v. 4. 



Galatians 6:4

ÅBut let each one test his own work, 
and then his reason to boast will be in 
himself alone and not in his neighbor. 



Let me show you a 
paraphrase of v. 4

Complete Jewish Bible



For if anyone thinks he is something 
when he is really nothing, he is fooling 
himself. 4 So let each of you scrutinize his 
own actions. Then if you do find something 
to boast about, at least the boasting will be 
based on what you have actually done and 
not merely on a judgment that you are 
better than someone else; 



Galatians 6:4 (HCSB) 

ÅBut each person should examinehis 
own work, and then he will have a 
reason for boasting in himself alone, 



ʵˇˁʽ˃ ʸ˖



Prove
Examine

Test
Scrutinize



Paul uses this same 
word in describing the 

final judgment
1 Corinthians 3


