
The Whole Law 
in One Word

Galatians 5:13-15



For you were called to freedom, 
brothers. Only do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another. 14 For 
the whole law is fulfilled in one word: 
ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ 
ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ15 But if you bite and devour 
one another, watch out that you are not 
consumed by one another. 



Galatians 5:13

ÅFor you were called to freedom, 
brothers. 

ÅOnly do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through 
love serve one another. 



Notice how Paul still addresses the 
Galatians as believersτthey are brothers.

This is an example for us. 

What freedom is Paul talking 
about?



ÅFree to be or not be circumcised

ÅFree to take a walk on the Sabbath or fix the 
brakes on your car

ÅFree to eat road kill

ÅFree to not celebrate Passover, Pentecost, etc.

ÅFree to mix milk and meat

ÅFree to plant seeds together

ÅFree to eat fruit from a tree before 3 years



ÅFree to shave with a razor

ÅFree to work your farm in the 7th year

ÅFree to gather grapes that grow in the wild

ÅFree to work the soil in the year of Jubilee

ÅFree to lend with interest

ÅFree to touch a dead body

ÅFree to let an adulterer live



ÅFree to eat octopus, shrimp and shellfish

ÅFree to eat pork BBQ and hot dogs

ÅFree to eat winged insects

ÅFree not to release loans on the 7th year

ÅFree to work an ox and a donkey together

ÅFree to mix linen and wool in the same 
garment



¸ƻǳΩǊŜ bh¢ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ

ÅBe rude or unkind with your tongue

ÅGet in the flesh

ÅSin or be unholy

Å Ignore the Holy Spirit

ÅHold grudges or be bitter

ÅBe immoral or unethical

ÅCause a fellow believer to stumble



Turn to

Romans 14



1 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2 One person believes he may eat 

anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let 

not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass 

judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the 

Lord is able to make him stand. 5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days 

alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the 

Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in 

honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8 For if we 

live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 

[ƻǊŘΩǎΦ 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 10 Why do 

you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the 

judgment seat of God; 11ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ ά!ǎ L ƭƛǾŜΣ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƪƴŜŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ 

ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΦέ 12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 13 Therefore let us not pass judgment on 

one another any longer, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 14 I know 

and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. 
15 For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. By what you eat, do not destroy the 

one for whom Christ died. 16 So do not let what you regard as good be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is 

not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 Whoever thus serves 

Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men. 19 So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual 

upbuilding. 20 Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for 

anyone to make another stumble by what he eats. 21 It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that causes 

your brother to stumble. 22 The faith that you have, keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the one who has no 

reason to pass judgment on himself for what he approves. 23 But whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats, because 

the eating is not from faith. For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. 



Galatians 5:13

ÅOnly do not use your 
freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, 



άǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘέ
Is the old sinful 
nature you were 

born with and saved 
from



2 Peter 2:18

ÅFor, speaking loud boasts of 
folly, they entice by sensual 
passions of the flesh those who 
are barely escaping from those 
who live in error. 



the disciple of 
Christ
Asks:

Is this my flesh or the 
Spirit leading me?



1 John 2:16

ÅFor all that is in the worldτthe 
desires of the fleshand the 
desires of the eyes and pride of 
lifeτis not from the Father but 
is from the world. 



This freedom we have been given requires 
discernment and wisdom

You have the freedom to 
throw away a coin in a 
slot machine, but you do 
not have the freedom to 
spend the rent, gas, or 
grocery money on slot 
machines

We are not free to be foolish or to forget we are 
ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ 



The Freedom to Tattoo?

Leviticus 19:28
You shall not 

make any cuts on your 
body for the dead or 
tattoo yourselves: I 
am the LORD. 



How does each believer work 
through this?

ÅDo I argue that I am not under the 
Mosaic law; therefore, this does not 
apply to me? 

Å5ƻ L ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ DƻŘΩǎ 
intent for His people and I am one of His 
people?



The True Believer
Must think about 
more than just the 
freedom he has to 

do something



Galatians 5:13

ÅOnly do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh, 

but through love 
serveone another. 

Look back @ V. 6



Galatians 5:6

ÅFor in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
nor uncircumcision counts for 

anything, but only faith working 
through love. 



IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΥ

1) Do I have faith in the man Christ Jesus, 
the one mediator between God and 
man, the One who died for my sins and 
rose again with life everlasting for all 
who believe?

2) Does my faith manifest itself in acts of 
service for others? Do I love my 
neighbor?


